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Asphalt Racing Gains Traction

Fhiolo B Ron Righy

Jack Gligora comerts fis trail sled to an asphalt mcer each spring and bracket races at his

local IHAA track.

‘ack Gligora bves a soee loser —- gspecially if
J-il‘su young male ona hotrod strea hike.

“They're out there doing their wheelies
andl think they'ne hot crud with the teemage
girflriends hanging on their arms,” he said.
Then, the d6-vear-old Gligora pulls his
asphalt-prepped $ki-Doo next o them on the
drag strip, and typically whoops them good.

"Somme gel mad, some clrse, some throw
your thee fimpger” hesid. "W just bangh at them.™

Gligora, of Rochester, MUY, ispart of
growing traternity of snovmobile asphalt
dray racers that &5 anracting the atiention of
the motorszed race workd. There are now twe
official asphalt race series — one based in
Maine, the other in Michigan — and individ-
wal bracket ricing events at drag sirips acmns
the coundtry.

Behingd- the-scenes players and up-front
racers are vorking hard i bemitimie this facny
of Tacing, ot just o snowmmdbilirs but o drag
mice fiams a5 a whole:

“Asphalt racing is taken more seriously
every yer siid Bristin Standey, presidint of the
Maine-based National Speed Association
[MS4), %It has taken a emendaus wrcant of
Tand sk 1o adhieve the respect and support

= that we have today, but it 1s all st it beciase
mcre and INOEE SPOE0rs, spectalors and snow-
rrvealitle ensthusizsts are enjondng what we do”

it

Professional Racers
In his rusbe s president of the Michigan-based
Mational Snowmaobile Drapg Racing
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Associazion [MSRDA) Bich Stimpfl wears a
nuember of hats,

He's the main conlact between the cieenit
and the National Hot Rod Association
[ NHEA), which runs snownolriles as an
exhibition class at divisional and national
events. He negotiates the schedule, s in charge
of the rules, keeps the Web site and solicits
spiomsoeships. His wike, Kelli, 14 the secretary,
banedlies membership and helps with sponsor-
ships. On racc-day when Stumpf is more con-
cerned abonz racing, belli runs the show:

He trivs to run every aspecLof e ongini-
wation with professionalism, which he feelsisa
kv ta hecoming better reparded a5 2 serious
form of racing.

O race day; profussonalisan means tha
all racers and sleds are an the right place at the
right time. “We can’t hold up the show” he
gaid. “Thiey can't fiee] like we're king up o
riwsch time and are notl worth the trouble”

Prior to race day; it means presenting hils
hest self to potential sponsoss. There is litde o
nosuppon from stensmaobile manufacurers.
He'strying tocull spoasorships outside of the
motorsports word, which cain be a tough sell.

“lo go out and do cold calls, they think
you're a little nuts 1o gide in the su
and some have a hard time understanding
the concept” he said. | try retell theny that
their products will be exposed (o snawmeo-
bilers, drag racers and to WHRA, which s
an elite-arganization.” He uses the John
Fusce/Powerade relationship to leverage his

ECT,

own ceuse: " ler the sponsor know that we
can introduce theim o that venoe or to that
type of event.” He also haz promotional
videos that include asplalt racing exposare
on the FAPMN2 chow "NH day.”

Gligora knows something aboul spossor
ships, too, both as a racerand a husiness
owiner, He sells new and used performance
parts, a5 well as asphalt racing parts, throeagh
Elite Motarsports.

“T've sponsoved people inthe past, amd
come o find out that the only thing they
Kndw abou mry comnpany s 105 3 sticker on
1he rrailer,” he said “When | 'ge out and gel
sponsors, [ make sure they know they're
geiting a bang for the buck.” He makes
videos, sends out pictureand makes 2
résumé wath his past accomplishments and
future goals, His company also donates a
prize to the person with e Getest sesction
time in the first round of racing — some-
thing that gives kis company, and saow-
mabile racing, miore recogaition.

Stumnpf said he'd ke 1o rice morenation-
alevents — theanlyraneon the schedule 15 a8
Brainerd. Internationzal Raceway tn
Minnesota; MHRA, so far, has denied the
request; Lelling Stummpt that it needs more
miitss appeal. 50 he's working on that, too,
especially through ouide sponsorships.

Stanley counts on professionalism to
SeCire Tace venues, oo, but alsn the “crany™
factor, A ket of tracks sanply take 2 chance
that we are professom] besed on theircon-
versatians with me,” she szid. “Many of the
veres Thatl we visit aee expecting something
veilel 1o add vriety o their showe”

Another selling point? Spevd. " The sleds
don’t take up o much trick time, which sa
bemefit in promoting the series to busy rack
anbey satd, "W can run throwgh
all 16 sleds in under 5 minules. Remerbes, if
all goes well, it anly takes 8 seconids for cach
shed to et down the k.

NYA will run a four
wear, NSDRA will run six.

Different Strokes
While buth N5A and NSDRA promote
asphalt racing, they are ot affiliated.
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By Lynn Keillor

Crmngraphy and rules separaiedhe two cirauits,
though they mike a congcious sffort not 1o
coumnter-schedule events.

Buoth organizations also have different
philosophies on the sport’s direction.

Fa bigmer iz bever. [t allows engines
up 0 15000c with a comprehensive weight
penalty structure. [gnition and front-enid con-
struction {including tube front endsare apen
to personal cholce,

A NSDRA, displacement is capped @1
t000ce. There's bess leeway in ignition, and
tralkheads must be the ortgingl aluminum,
Suspension pieces can be swapped vur, bt
the new picees must use the original moust-
ing locations,

MSERA will abse offer a Supes Stock B0ee
class this year, which Stumpf compared to
“mimor keague bagebatl” He feels that cost isa
big barrer w entry for potential drag racers
{Stumpd estimales his own machine 35 3
540,000 unit), and this ¢lass will be more
COHCNE L IeWoimers,

Bur for real newcomers, Gligora sugrests
the bracket racing. He races nearly every
vogekenid frore spring untl bate fall st the New
York Tnternational track in Leicester, MUY,
which i affiliated with the International Tlot
Rud Associagion. [t a “run-what-you-brung”
lags, and depending on the day, he's ined up
against ather deds, motorcycles, ATV or oven
cars, Machines are indexed, or handicapped,
to make for even coampetitinn.

Cost of entry 15 refatively inexpensiie for
bracket racing. Gligora vstimates the cost of a
wseech sphall track ac 5250 1o 53K shisat 5130
1o 5250 and abour 375 for quick-disconnea
cool:down filtings, a marine pumpand a
cosoler ol water 1o cool down a hot shed,

Cilimors is building his 1999 Mach 7 to run
in the NSIRA Super Stock lass this year, et
will continue to run s snowmohile o
2 REV-chassts AN Zan e ba

“People think the dod looks fanny with the
THERA stickers snd the sponsor stickers. It
Soorks like we're s moving billbosed in the win-
ter;” hie said, nosting that he has made asphail
catverts i a seow-covered erail “This year |
wol 100 miles on the snow, and 350 mies on
asphalt. Ceguarier mileata time <5

alsove: Asphalt racing plays in front of some e, aute-racing type crowds, which exposes
=ponsers o a diffarent motorsports market.
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